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1371 November 25, 1898 

BRAZIL. 

Sanitary report from Bio — Beriberi on vessels. 

Bio de Janeiro, October 11, 1898. 
Sir : I have the honor to transmit to you the official report for the 
week ended September 30. There were 244 deaths from all causes, an 
increase of 19 as compared with the foregoing week ; 8 deaths from 
accesso pernicioso, a decrease of 1 ; 4 deaths from yellow fever, an 
increase of 1 ; 17 cases of smallpox, an increase of 6 ; 3 deaths from 
smallpox, a decrease of 1 ; 1 death from typhoid fever, a decrease of 1 ; 
2 deaths from whooping cough, an increase of 1 ; no deaths from beri- 
beri, a decrease of 2, and 52 deaths from tuberculosis, an increase of 14. 

Information. — Although the yellow fever is now making few victims, 
it still continues. 

Meanwhile, smallpox begins to threaten the population. In former 
sanitary reports since the beginning of September I have stated pro 
week : 4 cases and 2 deaths, 8 cases and no deaths, 5 cases and 2 deaths, 
11 cases and 3 deaths ; however, recently the number of smallpox cases 
has greatly increased. The increase has suddenly become so consider- 
able that the municipal authorities and the vaccination institute have 
published advertisements notifying the people of the danger and asking 
them to resort to vaccination and revaccination. Under such condi- 
tions on the 7th of October, I have asked special information. The 
result was, that, on that day there were in treatment 16 smallpox 
patients in the isolation hospital. Moreover, there are in the city, in 
the Eua Eiachuelo, 6 cases, and in one suburb (Engenho novo) 10 cases, 
reported to the authorities. All these cases occurred in different pre- 
cincts. Very recently there has occurrrd on the average 1 death 
daily. It is reasonable to suppose that, besides the cases reported, 
there are still others. Therefore, I have to state that we have here at 
this time the beginning of a smallpox epidemic. The character of the 
disease is benignant. I have not on that account considered myself yet 
authorized to send you a telegram, because that might have produced 
an exaggerated alarm. But I have given notice to the consul general, 
Seeger, and we have resolved to keep a watchful eye to the continuation 
of the epidemic, against which the vaccination institute is strenuously 
struggling, and to recommend to the captains, who apply for bills of 
health at this office, the vaccination of their crew. Of course, uUtil the 
obligation is not actually imposed, there is in general little hope that 
the captains will be actuated by their common sense, since they are not 
thoroughly conscious of their responsibility in such hygienic questions 
and consider more their private interests than the general welfare. 
Should the epidemic continue to spread there, I beg to give you tele- 
graphic notice. , 

I have to notify you of another important event which relates to the 
beriberi in an infectious state. The Brazilian man-of-war, Benjamin 
Constant, was sent some time ago to the north of Brazil on a voyage of 
instruction. The number of officers and crew was about 250. In the 
harbor of Para beriberi broke out. The man of- war went from there to 
Pernambuco. During the voyage there died 10 men. In the harbor of 
Pernambuco there died 8 men and were sick 10 officers and 65 men of 
the crew. The ship was disinfected, the crew discharged, and the 
Benjamin Constant will come to the south of Brazil. 
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The same misfortune occurred to that man-of-war three years ago. 
Also on board of other men-of-war lying in the harbor of Para, beriberi 
has made its appearance among the crews. 

Since last report the following-named ships have been inspected and 
received bills of health from this office : October 4, steamship Bed Cross, 
British, for Galveston. October 5, steamship Elsie, British, for Gal- 
veston. October 6, steamship Galileo, Belgian, for New York ; steam- 
ship Roman Prince, British, for New York. October 7, steamship Capri, 
German for New York ; steamship Mohican, British, for Galveston ; 
bark Bowtenbum, British, for San Francisco. October 8, bark Serea, 
Portuguese, for Brunswick ; steamphip Menantic, British, for Galveston. 
Eespectfully, yours, W. Havelbueg, M. D., 

United States Deputy Consul- General. 

Sanitary report from Bio — Yellow fever discussed. 

Rio db Janeiko, October 20, 1898. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit to you the official report for the 
week ended October 7. There were 231 deaths from all causes, a 
decrease of 13 as compared with the foregoing week; 7 deaths from 
accesso pernicioso, a decrease of 1; 5 deaths from yellow fever, an 
increase of 1 ; 7 deaths from smallpox, an increase of 4 ; no death from 
typhoid fever, a decrease of 1 ; no death from whooping cough, a 
decrease of 2 ; 3 deaths from beriberi, an increase of 3, and 61 deaths 
from tuberculosis, an increase of 9. * * * 

The smallpox epidemic, which I have reported, has not increased. 
The number of deaths was only 6 during the last week. There occurred 
some new cases. On the 16th there were 18 cases undergoing treat- 
ment at the isolation hospital. In the city and suburbs there were 11 
additional cases. It may be well to remark specially that there were 
2 cases in the police brigade and 3 cases among the regular troops. 
The character of the disease has continued mild. Of the captains, to 
whom the vaccination of their crew was recommended, none consented 
to follow the advice. Only on board of steamers with physicians have 
the crew and passengers been vaccinated, as I have particularly recom- 
mended. * * * 

Since last report the following named ships have been inspected and 
received bills of health of this office : October 13, steamship Others, Bel- 
gian, for New York. October 15, steamship Deramore, British, for St. 
Lucia ; steamship Montclair, British, for New Orleans ; steamship Kelvin, 
British, for Brunswick ; barkentine Good News, American, for Balti- 
more. October 17, steamship Concordia, French, for New Orleans. 
October 18, steamship Idnda, British, for New York. October 20, 
steamship Coleridge, British, for New York. 

Dr. Freire' s claims in the cause and cure of yellow fever. — The subject on 
which I now proceed to report constitutes a disagreeable duty, since what 
I have to say may be regarded in a personal light, and not simply as a 
scientific question. I refer to the question of yellow fever and the pub-' 
lications made since 1882 by the former professor of organic chemistry of 
the faculty, Dr. Domingos Freire. In all standard works on bacteriology 
Dr. Freire' s publications are mentioned, and it can not be denied that 
they have not been favorably criticised. It is not my desire to report 
in full the various published opinions, nor to allude to occurrences that 
render the question disagreeable. Moreover, Sternberg, during his 
scientific researches at this place, had a very disagreeable controversy. 



